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Sami Amin toys with leather, brass for 2018
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“Our heritage is rich with true Egyptian toys such as the Mouled doll and horse. These toys have ¢ long history intertwined with our country’s legacy,”says iconic designer
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By Nayera Yasser

While the unforgettable lyrics of
El-Leila El-Kebera play. boosted
from the surrcunding music sys-
tem, some stood closely to watch
the rotating installation while oth-
ers reached out to interact with the
showcased accessories,

In one corner of the shop, during
the launch of SamiAmin’s most re-
cent collection, "toys", a statament
necklace released percussions ev-
ery time the brass clown reacted
to applied pressure from wisitars.
Meanwhile,a braceler actracted che
attention with its rotating leather
detalls and wall-engraved doll,

Sami Amin has once again de-
clared an early start to the upcom-
ing year with hiz new collection.
For 2018, the accessories designer
dived back into his early years in
order to announce childhood nos-
talgia che year’s top must have,

“The new collection is inspired by
toys. Everyone fancies the idea of
becoming a child once again, VWhe
does not want to enjoy a day building
sandcastles on the beach, or playing
arcund innocently! Everyone has an
inner child waiting to be unleashed
at the nearest opportunity” sakd
Amin with a confidant smile.

The theatrical collection inter-
prets the designer's appreciation
of things he, as well as many local
generations, grew up playing with.
According o him, this collection
aims to encourage innocent plea-
sure and happiness.
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Sami Amin was inspired by toys for his 2018 collection

“Our heritage is rich with trua
Egyptian toys such as the Mouled
doll and horse. These toys have a
leng history intertwined with our
country’s legacy. The Mouled doll
for instance originally dates back
to the pharachs: hewaver. it was
later updated to resemble Virgin
Mary before it finally becarmd as-
sociated with the prophet’s birth.”
Amin added, “on the other hand,
the horse originated from the in-
famous battle between Horus and
the dark god, Therefore, our toys
actually have significant input from

the Egyptian history. Meanwhile,

simpler toys such as the folkloric
drums represent a rich reference
far morifs.”

The designer, who is always keen
on exploring new dimensions of the

country’s wall-known folklore and
hiszory was = to say the least = en-
chanted with all those that could
dance, sing and meove in order to
cheer a child. According to him, his
design process aimed to turn these
everydyy objects inte a modern
source of inspiration that could be
moulded into a contemporary bag
or necklace,

Much like his subject of interest,
all of the designed accessories em-
brace mobility in thelr cora asAmin
made sure to borrow dynamic de-
tails from the world's games and
tricks. While he iz well-known for
his extended skills in cthe field of
leather, hizs early start witnessed a
stronger prasence of brass.

*l used wo incorporate matal in

my de;ign:: I have even d¢!.|;ned
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The dynamiccollection includes statement fashion jewellery and bags

few hybrid bags back in the days.
However, later, | chose to focus on
leather for quite zome time.” Amin
added “nmow that metal i3 becom-
ing a major trend; especially when
mixed with leather, | decided o go
back to my old aesthetic”

Even though this collection re-
sermbles a significant ode to Amin’s
—currently known as—vintage work,
it alse fearures better manulactur
ing techniques and more inncvative
approaches that salute madern-day

technology. One of the collection's
main starlets is a brass and leather
shoulder bag.WYith intricate pictur-
esqua details, the show-stapping
mini bag could already be named a
best seller minutes inta the launch
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Az 3 locally-celebrated ambas-
sador of forgotten heritage, Amin
also plans to extend his influence
internationally. This collection i
set o take Egype’s toys all the way
te Saudi Arabia and Australia.

=l can only hope that this col-
lection would become a modern
ambassador of our heritage. When
you are proud of your country’s
histary, you manage to present it
ta the world in a modern method
amsociated with high qualicy and
genuine materials. This formula has
the potential to make the foreign
audience observe, respect and buy
the product; carrying a part of the
country to firaway destinations,”
cancluded Amin.
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